
hort fi lm maker Luke 
Doolan may have been 
nominated for an 

Academy Award, but it’s a 
little known fact that his fi rst 

LUKE & DREW 
create a short miracle

epic fi lm was made right here in 
Canberra.

‘It was in Canberra that I taught 
myself to edit,’ Luke said. ‘I’d shot 
a fi lm for media class that was 

slightly too ambitious. I stayed 
cutting for two weeks over the 
school holidays. It worked out okay 
in the end.’

That experience certainly didn’t 
turn the former Dickson College 
student off fi lm making.

Luke’s impressive resume 
includes credits as a director, 
cinematographer and editor 
across music clips, commercials, 
short fi lms and features. He 
assisted editor Jill Bilcock on Baz 
Luhrman’s Moulin Rouge and shot 
and edited on the fi lms Australia 
and Star Wars: Episode III.

While Luke had worked with 
fellow Aussie, fi lm editor and 
director Drew Bailey before, the 
short fi lm Miracle Fish was the 
fi rst time the duo had worked 
together with Luke as director and 
Drew as producer. 

Luke Doolan and Drew Bailey at the 
82nd Academy Awards nominated 
shorts reception. Their fi lm Miracle Fish 
progressed from being an offi cial selection 
at the 2009 Canberra Short Film festival to 
an Academy Award nominee.
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Climate change and human 

interconnectedness with nature 

are the themes explored in the 

Eye of the Eagle exhibition now 

on at Aarwun Gallery in Nicholls.

Until 14 August, visitors can 

see the breathtaking works of Joy 

Engelman and the naive Croatian 

style of Stephanie Jakovac, 

regional NSW artists who use 

different techniques to explore 

similar themes.

The centrepiece is Joy 

Engleman’s striking triptych, 

This Sacred Place, which won the 

Lorenzo Il Magnifi co Award at 

the 2007 Florence Biennale. 

Aarwun Gallery is located at 

Federation Square, O’Hanlon 

Place, Nicholls; ph 6230 2055.

EAGLE-EYE VIEW OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

It’s a working relationship they 
are eager to repeat, particularly 
after the Academy Award 
nomination for Miracle Fish.

‘I couldn’t sleep a wink,’ Luke 
said of the night prior to the 
nominations.

‘Drew and I traded phone 
calls but because of the time 
they announce the nominations 
(5am), we had to sit around in the 
dark until everyone else woke 
up before we started doing the 
happy dance.’

Luke said the idea behind 
Miracle Fish is ‘quite a personal 
story, stemming from my feeling 
as a teenager of wanting to hide 
from the world – or fantasising 
about being the only person left 
on earth’.

‘I happen to love “last man on 
earth” type of genres. So it all 
clicked.

‘I’d written a tonne of scripts 
prior to Miracle Fish, but none 
saw the light of day as they were 
all really terrible,’ he said.

This won’t be the last project 
Luke and Drew work on together 
either.

‘I would love to work with 
Drew on everything I make,’ Luke 
said. ‘We are developing and 
pushing a few new projects. It 
takes time, but every day you just 
kick it forward a little bit more.’

Miracle Fish was an offi cial 
selection at last year’s Canberra 
Short Film Festival, which will 
be held again this year at Dendy 
Cinema from 30 September-2 
October. Visit silversunpictures.
com.au/csff for more details.

This Sacred Place by Joy Engleman won the Lorenzo Il 
Magnifi co Award at the 2007 Florence Biennale.

The 2010 
Canberra Short 
Film Festival 
screens at 

Dendy from 30 
September to 2 

October
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